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Appendix 2: Selected questions from World Values Survey used to estimate cultural orientation 

We used four questions from the World Values Survey.  Questions were recoded from 1 (less traditional) to 3 (more 

traditional).  The original questions were as follow: 

[1] For each of the following, indicate how important it is in your life. Would you say it is (read out and code one 

answer for each).  Family: Very important (1), rather important (2), not very important (3) 

[2] For each of the following, indicate how important it is in your life. Would you say it is (read out and code one 

answer for each).  Religion: Very important (1), rather important (2), not very important (3) 

[3] All things considered, would you say that the world is better off, or worse off, because of science and technology? 

Please tell me which comes closest to your view on this scale: 1 means that “the world is a lot worse off,” and 10 means 

that “the world is a lot better off.” (Code one number). 

[4] Independently of whether you attend religious services or not, would you say you are (read out and code one 

answer): A religious person (1), not a religious person (2), an atheist (3). Religiosity was recoded as follow: 1=religious, 

0=not religious or atheist. 
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